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Five Year Average 

 Mosquito control in catch basins and storm drains continued through September with  
over 73,000 treated this month.  This activity is expected to continue through October unless 
we receive sustained heavy rains and temperatures drop.  On September 11, the staff com-
pleted seasonal treatment of utility vaults, making applications to 849 vaults.  Sewage treat-
ment plants in Half Moon Bay, San Mateo, Burlingame and South San Francisco were treat-
ed weekly through September.   
 Helicopter treatment of cattail 
marshes in Pacifica (Sharp Park), Portola 
Valley (Searsville Lake) and Millbrae (Mills 
Field) occurred on September 13.  One 
more application is scheduled for October 
4 before the end of the season. 
 Cordgrass work continued in Septem-
ber, including 61.5 hours on Bair Island and 
parts of the Don Edwards Wildlife Refuge 
south of Redwood City.  Applications were 
made on September 1, 2, 9, and 30.  Six 
acres were treated by airboat and 1.25 
acres were treated with backpacks.  

Mosquito Control Operations 

Adult Mosquito Populations in CO2 Traps  
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 Sept Monthly Averge 

Fishponds & Fountains 964 1,066 

Containers 341 497 

Ditches & Drain lines 121 120 

Creeks 173 40 

Catch basins 73,523 24,712 

Utility Vaults 1,128 102 

Marshes & Impounds 91 (109 acres) 187 (1,461 acres) 

Neglected Swimming Pools 54 73 

Water under Buildings 21 17 

Total 76,455 31,151 

Other 39  

Number of Sources Treated Per Month by Source Type 
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Service Requests 

San Mateo County: 
 The first West Nile Virus (WNV) positive bird of 2011 for San Mateo County was detected in the 
city of San Bruno.  The bird, an American Crow, had a low level of infection, or “chronic infection,” 
suggesting it did not recently contract WNV.  One hundred fifty-four (154) dead birds have been re-
ported by the public in San Mateo County to date this year and 21 have been suitable for testing.  
Seven squirrels have been reported and three were test-
ed.  No squirrels have tested positive for WNV this year. 
 The district asks residents to call in to report dead 
birds and tree squirrels.  Specimens that appear to have 
been dead for less than 24 hours and are in good condi-
tion will be tested for WNV.  Residents should contact the 
state WNV hot line at 877-WNV-BIRD (968-2473).  Reports 
can also be made online at http://westnile.ca.gov.  
 

Statewide: 
 California has seen its first six WNV fatalities of 2011.  
Four were residents of Kern county, and two were residents 
of Los Angeles county.  As of October 11, 2011, there have 
been 105 human cases of WNV statewide in nineteen 
counties (counties shaded blue in map on right).   
 Thirty-two counties in California have detected 
WNV this year.  Twenty-five counties have submitted a to-
tal of 1,974 positive mosquito samples to the state so far 
this year.  Five hundred eighty-seven (587) dead birds (29% 
of birds tested) have been found positive for WNV in 2011. 

 District staff responded to 218 requests for service in September.  This is similar to the number 
reported for September last year (226).  Service requests for yellowjackets and other stinging insects 
(123) were lower this month than last (197), but still accounted for the largest proportion of calls.   

West Nile Virus Update 

Requests for Service September 2011 
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 This fall, the district participated in several community 
events.  Families in Portola Valley enjoyed interacting with the 
district’s live and preserved insects at the Portola Valley Insect 
Day on September 18.  Other participants at this event includ-
ed local beekeepers, artists, and educators. 
 The following weekend (Sept 24-25), several district staff 
braved uncertain weather to staff a booth at the popular 
Pacifica Coast Fog Fest.  The district wrapped up its 2011 festi-
val season at the Brisbane Community Park for the annual Day 
in the Park event on October 1. 
 
 District Participation in Fairs and for 2011 
 

 Portola Valley Earth Day Fair 
 San Carlos Hometown Days 
 San Mateo County Fair 
 San Bruno Master Gardeners’ Day 
 Portola Valley Insect Day 
 Pacific Coast Fog Fest 
 Brisbane Day in the Park 

 
 Two fairs that the district typically attends, the Foster 
City Art & Wine Festival and the South San Francisco Day in 
the Park, were omitted this year, due to weather and event 
cancellation, respectively. 
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Public Education Events 

Summer Laboratory Technician 

Above: Operations Foreman Richard Chow pre-
pares for a busy day at the Fog Fest in Pacifica. 
 
Below: The district brought both live insects and 
educational displays to the Portola Valley Town 
Center for a one-day community insect fair. 

 The entomology lab would like to acknowledge the hard 
work put in this year by our summer lab assistant, Natalie Clausson.  
No stranger to district operations, Natalie came to the lab already a 
veteran technician of the summer catch basin program.   
 Natalie participated in several projects for the lab.  Assisting 
district staff in the rat baiting program, she installed bait stations and 
monitored activity in them in unincorporated areas on the coast, 
along Cordilleras Creek, and in East Palo Alto.  Natalie also began 
work on designing a database format to enter inspection data for 
the rat baiting program in creeks.   
 Natalie also assisted the lab with database management for 
the sewer rat baiting program.  In an effort to streamline inspections 
of bait stations, she conducted research on the feasibility of using a 
bar code reader. 
 Lastly, Natalie’s organizational efforts in the lab have been 
greatly appreciated.  We wish Natalie well in her future endeavors! 

Natalie gears up to install tamper-proof  
bait stations for monitoring rat activity in 
county creeks. 



The San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District is an independent, 
Special District funded by a property tax voted in by individual cities.  Our mission is 
to safeguard the health and comfort of our citizens through a planned program to 
reduce mosquitoes and other vectors in an environmentally responsible manner. 
           Extension 
Robert B. Gay, Manager      12 

Chindi A. Peavey, Laboratory Director     32 

Angie Nakano, Vector Ecologist      31 

Tina Sebay, Vector Ecologist      38 

Theresa Shelton, Vector Ecologist     44 

James Counts,  Operations Director     16 

Rosendo Rodriguez,  Finance Director     11 
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“A VECTOR is any animal that can transmit  
disease to animals or people.” 

 
We’re on the 

web! 
www.smcmad.org 
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"An Independent Special District 
Working for You Since 1916" 

1351 Rollins Road 
Burlingame, CA  94010 

SAN MATEO COUNTY  
MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL 

Phone: 650-344-8592  
Fax: 650-344-3843 

www.smcmad.org 

Aedes albopictus 

 Aedes albopictus, the Asian tiger mosquito, was found this September 
in the southern California cities of El Monte and South El Monte.  The San Ga-
briel Valley Mosquito and Vector Control District is working with the Greater 
Los Angeles Vector Control District to determine the extent of the infestation.   
They have undertaken door-to-door campaigns to search for the presence of 
the mosquitoes and distribute information and they are encouraging residents 
to report day-biting mosquitoes. 
 Aedes albopictus is a mosquito species that vectors several diseases 
and has been rapidly expanding its range.  A native to Southeast Asia, it has 
spread throughout the eastern and southern United States since it was first de-
tected in Houston, Texas in 1985.   It is a vector of dengue fever, yellow fever, 
encephalitis diseases, chikungunya, and canine heartworm.  Recent out-
breaks of dengue fever in Florida and Texas were caused by Ae. albopictus. 
 Eradication of Aedes albopictus is difficult.  Because it breeds in very 
small containers, it is very difficult to locate all sources.  It was previously intro-
duced to California in 2001 in shipments of “Lucky Bamboo,” but fortunately 
was successfully eliminated before it had a chance to become established in the state.  The districts 
in southern California have not yet determined how the mosquito arrived in El Monte.   
 It is likely that Ae. albopictus will eventually colonize San Mateo County.  Over the past 26 
years, mosquito control efforts have not managed to prevent the mosquito from increasing its terri-
tory across the continental United States.  Once Ae. albopictus is in our county, residents may face 
an increased risk of vector-borne disease.   

Aedes albopictus emerging 
from a bamboo plant con-
tainer. 


