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 The table below summarizes mosquito control work conducted by district operations staff 
during the final three months of the 2011 calendar year.   
 October marks the end of 
the season for summer mosqui-
toes and December and January 
are typically the beginning of the 
season for winter species.  Season-
al treatment of storm drains con-
cluded at the end of October 
(hence the dramatic drop in the 
number of catch basins treated).  
Very little creek treatment is neces-
sary during the winter months.   
 There was very low rainfall in 
November and December.  As a 
result, few of the seasonal im-
pounds have held water long 
enough to produce mosquitoes, 
and little treatment has been nec-
essary this winter.  

Number of Sources Treated Per Month by Source Type 
 October November December  

Fishponds & Fountains 1,110 1,530 879 

Containers 497 846 402 

Ditches & Drain lines 86 94 52 

Creeks 34 1 1 

Catch basins 48,922 405 613 

Utility Vaults 75 106 83 

Marshes & Impounds 100 (477 acres) 143 (102 acres) 49 (232 acres) 

Neglected Swimming Pools 69 102 45 

Water under Buildings 18 23 12 

Other 21 45 18 

Total 50,932 3,295 2,154 
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Service Requests 

 In November, district staff began testing methods 
to prevent raccoons from getting into garbage cans.  The 
district has received a number of service requests regard-
ing raccoons displaying aggressive behavior toward peo-
ple in a community in Half Moon Bay.  Residents who feed 
raccoons or leave pet food outside contribute to an over-
abundance of these urban invaders, who go on to terror-

ize pets, dig up lawns, and 
rummage through trash 
cans.  In response to these 
calls, district staff have 
been working with affected 
residents, property man-
agement, and Allied Waste 
Management to find ways 
to keep raccoons out of garbage cans.    
 To test the efficacy of repellents, treated and untreated 
groups of trash bins were set up and monitored at sites where rac-
coons were most active.  The first product tested was ammonia, 
which was placed inside the garbage cans on a soaked rag.  This 
had limited success in repelling raccoons, and would not be recom-
mended as a long term control strategy.  A commercially-available 
repellent containing capsaicin will be tested this spring.   

Testing Raccoon Repellents 

Treated and untreated cans along a 
common area near homes in a residen-
tial community.  Cans were baited with 
sardines adjacent to an ammonia-
drenched cloth. 

Because raccoons can easily tip over garbage cans,     
some residents have resorted to securing their cans with 
bungee cords. Unfortunately, bungee cords also hinder 
automated truck waste disposal.   

Seasonal Distribution of Service Requests in 2011 



 District vector ecologist Angie Nakano attended two special 
training sessions offered this winter by Jared Dever of the Orange 
County Mosquito and Vector Control District.  These courses cov-
ered principles and methods for high-quality still photography, vide-
ography, and in-house media editing.   

 Although the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Con-
trol  District does not have a dedicated public relations staff, the dis-
trict regularly produces brochures, reports, presentations, and other 
educational or promotional material which will benefit from the 
knowledge and application of these techniques. 
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Trustee Field Day 

Photo and Video Training in Orange County 

 Members of the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector 
Control District Board of Trustees attended the district’s annual 
Trustee Field Day on December 7, 2011.  This event is held each 
year to educate trustees, guests, and members of the public on 
district operations.  It is also an opportunity for trustees and inter-
ested residents to get to know the vector control technicians who 
service their regions. 

 This year, Trustee Field Day 
started with a series of presentations 
to the board, including an overview 
of the district’s past 15 years of oper-
ations and educational talks on in-
terpreting financial documents, and 
the Ralph M. Brown Act.  Vector control technicians met with trustees 
from the cities they serve to discuss mosquito control, rodent and wild-
life issues, and other special projects taking place in each city over the 
past year.  The event also served as an open house for guests who 
wished to tour the district facilities.   

District technicians discuss current 
mosquito and other vector-related 
issues with trustees. 

District manager Bob Gay presented a look 
back at events in the recent history of the 
district. 

Attendees learned that panning and zooming with hand-
held video cameras requires steady hands. 

Still photography training was geared 
towards producing dynamic photos for 
promotional or educational use, such as 
this close-up shot of rodent gnaw marks. 

Participants worked with editing software to incorporate video 
clips, sound, and still images into short movies. 



The San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District is an independent, 
Special District funded by a property tax voted in by individual cities.  Our mission is 
to safeguard the health and comfort of our citizens through a planned program to 
reduce mosquitoes and other vectors in an environmentally responsible manner. 
           Extension 
Robert B. Gay, Manager      12 

Chindi A. Peavey, Laboratory Director     32 

Angie Nakano, Vector Ecologist      31 

Tina Sebay, Vector Ecologist      38 

Theresa Shelton, Vector Ecologist     44 

James Counts,  Operations Director     16 

Rosendo Rodriguez,  Finance Director     11 
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“A VECTOR is any animal that can transmit  
disease to animals or people.” 

 
We’re on the 

web! 
www.smcmad.org 
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"An Independent Special District 
Working for You Since 1916" 

1351 Rollins Road 
Burlingame, CA  94010 

SAN MATEO COUNTY  
MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL 

Phone: 650-344-8592  
Fax: 650-344-3843 

www.smcmad.org 

Canine Distemper 

 Canine distemper is a viral disease that pets can acquire from in-
teractions with infected wildlife.  The disease is often mistaken for rabies.  
Symptoms start with a short fever 3-6 days after infection. The fever sub-
sides and then reoccurs several days later and lasts a week.  The fevers 
are accompanied by nasal congestion, eye discharge and appetite 
loss.  Later symptoms include gastrointestinal problems, excessive saliva-
tion,  dehydration.  The disease often progresses to neurological symp-
toms such as seizures leading to convulsions and possible death of the 
animal.  Animals that can become sick with canine distemper include 
dogs, foxes, wolves, ferrets, minks, skunks and raccoons.  Canine distem-
per is not contracted by humans. 
 The county of Orangeburg, South Carolina recently experienced 
an outbreak of canine distemper among wildlife.  The disease was de-
tected among raccoons and foxes within urban areas.  Leaving pet 
food out at night can lure wild animals into cities, where they come in 
contact with pets.  Dogs can contract the disease when an infected animal sneezes or coughs on 
them, or from bites.  The disease is also spread though food or water contaminated with feces or 
urine of a diseased animal.   
 Residents who put pet food outside should remove it in the evening.  Accessible garbage 
and shelter can also lure wildlife around residences.  Canine distemper is only one of several diseas-
es that can spread to domestic animals through interactions with urban wildlife.  These diseases are  
an example of how contact with urban pets can have a negative impact on wildlife.  Wild animals 
that are acting strangely or appear ill can be reported to the Peninsula Humane Society.   

Lesions in the lungs of a dog caused 
by canine distemper. 


