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 Treatment of catch basins continued through September and will come to a close on Octo-
ber 22.   Cattail marshes at Searsville Lake, Mills Field, and Sharp Park were treated with larvicides by 
helicopter on September 7 and 28.  The last helicopter applications of larvicides at these sites will oc-
cur on October 19.  Mosquito control technicians also targeted urban sources in September, treat-
ing higher-than-average numbers of backyard fishponds, containers, utility vaults, and drainlines. 
 Eradication of invasive cordgrass in salt marshes continued through September.  To date 284 
acres have been treated this year.   

Mosquito Control Operations 

Adult Mosquito Populations in CO2 Traps  
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 September 2010 Average Month 

Fishponds & Fountains 1293 1,066 

Containers 519 497 

Ditches & Drainlines 146 120 

Creeks 131 40 

Catch basins 70,931 24,712 

Utility Vaults 173 102 

Marshes & Impounds 239 (247 acres) 187 (1,461 acres) 

Neglected Swimming Pools 68 73 

Water under Buildings 15 17 

Number of Sources Treated Per Month by Source Type 
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Service Requests 

San Mateo County: 
 West Nile virus (WNV) has been detected in five dead 
squirrels and three dead birds in San Mateo County in 2010.  Al-
together, 138 dead birds and nineteen dead squirrels have 
been reported in the county this year.  Twenty-two of these birds 
and twelve of the squirrels were in suitable condition for testing. 
 The state dead bird and squirrel WNV surveillance pro-
gram will cease WNV testing for the 2010 season on October 13.  
Residents can continue to report dead birds or tree squirrels for 
data collection purposes, but carcasses will not be picked up or 
tested.  To report a dead bird or squirrel, call the WNV hotline at 
877-WNV-BIRD (968-2473), or submit a report online at 
http://westnile.ca.gov.  
 
California: 
 As of October 7, 2010, there have been 385 (22%) West 
Nile Virus (WNV) positive dead birds in California this season.  At 
this time last year, 477 birds (18%) had tested positive for WNV.    
 Twenty-four counties have submitted a total of 1,244 positive mosquito samples to the state 
so far this year.  Eighteen (18) horses, 241 sentinel chickens and twenty (20) dead squirrels have also 
tested positive.   There have been sixty-six (66) human cases of WNV reported so far this year in Cali-
fornia from twelve counties (see counties shaded blue on map at right).   In the coastal region, Con-
tra Costa county reported three human cases in September.  These are the first human cases in 
Contra Costa county this year. 

Reason for Request September 
requests 

Mosquitoes / standing H2O 74 

Fish requests 13 

Stinging insects 96 

Rodents 22 

Raccoons / other wildlife 6 

Other insects / ticks 19 

TOTAL: 230 

 District staff responded to 230 requests for service in 
the month of September.  Eighty-seven (87) of these re-
quests were related to mosquitoes (mosquito complaints, 
requests for mosquito fish delivery, and reports of standing 
water).   Technicians also responded to a large number of 
service calls for stinging insects (96), including 85 requests to 
remove yellowjacket nests. 

West Nile Virus Update 



 The district has been receiving complaints about damage to lawns 
caused by raccoons.  Raccoons will frequently pull back sections of sod or 
dig large holes in a lawn to reach grubs or worms living underneath the 
turf.  This behavior, called “grubbing,” is most common between August 
and December.  
 Biologists believe this behavior may be driven by the change of sea-
son.  In late summer and early autumn, young raccoons start to forage for 
their own food.   In addition, all raccoons are compelled to increase their 
body weight to prepare for declining food sources in winter.  
 Experts have suggested  a variety of techniques to prevent damage 

or repel the raccoons:   
 Remove raccoon attractants.  Reduce or eliminate sources of food, 

water and shelter from your yard.  Tightly cover garbage cans and 
don’t leave pet food out. 

 Control grubs or other lawn insects ,if they are present.  Visit your local 
garden care center for advice and materials to do this. 

 Cover the sections of lawn that are being torn up with chicken wire.  
Securely stake down the edges of the wire. 

 Repellents and scaring devices are at best only temporarily effective.  
Raccoons become acclimated to them fairly quickly.  

 Residents must keep in mind that every problem is unique, and not all methods are right for 
every situation.  Often a variety or combination of approaches must be attempted before the rac-
coons are deterred.  For more information or assistance, contact the district at (650) 344-8592. 
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Raccoon Damage to Lawns 

Public Education Events in September 

The district was represented at the following events in Fall 2010: 
September 18—South San Francisco Day in the Park 
September 25—Kid’s Safety Day at Lowe’s (South San Francisco) 
September 26—San Bruno Farmers’ Market “Non Profit day at the Market”  
September 25/26—Pacific Coast Fog Fest (Pacifica) 
October 2—Brisbane Day in the Park 

 Over the past several years, the district information booth 
has become a staple at area fairs and festivals.  Participation in 
community events is a valuable component of the district’s pub-
lic education program.  Both operations and laboratory staff en-
joy answering county residents’ questions and informing them 
about our many services.  Residents have an opportunity to 
speak to their local technician and can share information on 
emerging mosquito breeding sources or areas of rat activity in 
the neighborhood. 
 Although the fair and festival season has concluded for 
2010, be sure to keep an eye out for the district booth at your lo-
cal community event in 2011!  

Vector control technician Samantha Wall-
ingford greets visitors at the Brisbane 
Day in the Park. 

Example of sod-rolling raccoon 
damage in a yard in Burlingame. 

This lawn has been torn up by 
foraging raccoons. 



The San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District is an independent, 
Special District funded by a property tax voted in by individual cities.  Our mission is 
to safeguard the health and comfort of our citizens through a planned program to 
reduce mosquitoes and other vectors in an environmentally responsible manner. 
           Extension 
Robert B. Gay, Manager      12 

Chindi A. Peavey, Laboratory Director     32 

Angie Nakano, Vector Ecologist      31 

Tina Sebay, Vector Ecologist      38 

Theresa Shelton, Vector Ecologist     44 

James Counts,  Operations Director     16 

Jo Ann Dearman,  Finance Director     11 
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“A VECTOR is any animal that can transmit  
disease to animals or people.” 

 
We’re on the 

web! 
www.smcmad.org 
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"An Independent Special District 
Working for You Since 1916" 

1351 Rollins Road 
Burlingame, CA  94010 

SAN MATEO COUNTY  
MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL 

Phone: 650-344-8592  
Fax: 650-344-3843 

www.smcmad.org 

Chikungunya in the French Riviera 

 Two twelve-year-old girls living in the French Riviera contract-
ed the mosquito-borne virus chikungunya this September.  Because 
the girls had not traveled to regions of the world where the virus is 
common, they likely acquired it locally.  These are the first known 
cases of chikungunya virus contracted within southern coastal 
France.  In 2007, over 200  people were confirmed to have chikungu-
nya during an outbreak in Italy.  
 Chikungunya fever is a debilitating disease causing joint swell-
ing, vomiting, and flu-like symptoms that can last for weeks.  There is 
no treatment except management of the symptoms.  The primary 
vector of chikungunya is Aedes albopictus, the Asian tiger mosquito.  
This mosquito is also a vector of dengue, another emerging disease.  
Over the last twenty-five years, Ae. albopictus has rapidly spread 
throughout the world.   This mosquito species has established in the 
French Riviera and is the likely vector for these two cases of virus.  
Fortunately, there are no populations of Ae. albopictus in San Mateo 
County. 
 Culex pipiens, the northern house mosquito, is also a potential vector of Chikungunya virus.  
Cx. pipiens is found throughout San Mateo County all year round.  District staff keeps watch for cas-
es of chikungunya appearing in residents or visitors who travel internationally because these could 
lead to local outbreaks of the disease.  Information about vector borne-disease cases are forward-
ed to the district from the County Health Department.      

The Asian tiger mosquito, Aedes al-
bopictus, is a vector of both 
chikungunya and dengue fever. 


