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 In response to the detection of Aedes aegypti eggs and larvae in Menlo Park this month, the Dis-
trict’s Aedes Surveillance Program was ramped up in San Mateo County for weekly monitoring 
until the fall.  AGO traps were deployed at Holy Cross Cemetery and the surrounding area where 
immature stages of Aedes aegypti were observed.  Ovitrap cups were deployed at eight ceme-
teries representatively situated throughout the county.  Operations staff launched door-to-door 
inspections in the residential area where the Aedes aegypti eggs and larvae were collected as 
residents were reminded of the public health significance of Aedes aegypti. 

 

 Due to the unseasonably low level of precipitation this winter, Operations staff has initiated the 
District’s Catch Basin Program earlier than usual for controlling urban breeding sources of Culex 
pipiens, the mosquito species that is the vector for West Nile Virus. 

 

 Among the ticks (Ixodes pacificus) collected from Water Dog Lake Park in Belmont, six ticks test-
ed positive for Lyme Disease.  Lab seasonal, Erik Michaels Betz was brought on board to assist 
with the tick collection efforts at various parks throughout San Mateo County. 

 

 Lab Assistant, Warren Macdonald thoroughly engaged the Environmental Science classes at 
Aragon High School in San Mateo with his presentation on the District’s programs and vector-
borne diseases. 

 

Traps for female Aedes aegypti deployed in Menlo Park and cemeteries throughout the 
county for the District’s Aedes Surveillance Program.  The traps are monitored until late 
fall.  From left to right:  Autocidal Gravid Ovitrap (AGO) and ovitrap (pint cup). 
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Mosquito Sources Treated and the Total Number of Service Requests in 2013 

New Jersey Light Trap - Number of Adult Mosquitoes collected with Weekly Monitoring 
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District Balance Sheet - Consolidated Funds  
As of  December 31, 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

     Dec 31, 13 

ASSETS    

 Current Assets  

  Checking/Savings  

   1010 · Cash    6,110,520  

   1010A01 · Cash-VCJPA Property Contingency         36,903  

   1010A02 · Cash-VCJPA Member Contingency       317,978  

   1020 · Cash - Petty Cash             200  

  Total Checking/Savings    6,465,601  

  Accounts Receivable  

   1012 · 1012 · Accounts Receivable-001         63,253  

  Total Accounts Receivable         63,253  

      

 Total Current Assets    6,528,854  

TOTAL ASSETS    6,528,854  

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

 Liabilities  

  Current Liabilities  

   Accounts Payable  

    4300-1 · 4300-1 · Accounts Payable         55,079  

   Total Accounts Payable         55,079  

   Credit Cards  

    US Bank Credit Card                -    

   Total Credit Cards                -    

  Total Current Liabilities         55,079  

 Total Liabilities         55,079  

 Equity   

  32000 · Retained Earnings    6,107,309  

  Net Income       366,466  

 Total Equity    6,473,775  

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY    6,528,854  
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District Profit & Loss - Consolidated Funds  
As of December 31, 2013 
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Operations Report 
 

Inspection of Bioretention Basins 
 
What is a Bioretention basin? 
 

 “Bioretention basins are landscaped depressions or shallow basins used to slow and treat on-
site storm water runoff.  Storm water is directed to the basin and then percolates through the system 
where it is treated by a number of physical, chemical and biological processes.  The slowed, 
cleaned water is allowed to infiltrate native soils or directed to nearby storm water 
drains.”      (www.lakesuperiorstreams.org/stormwater/toolkit/bioretention.html) 
 

Why the need to inspect Bioretention basins? 
 

 Cities will not approve a completed building site until multiple agencies have reviewed cer-
tain aspects of the building plans.  District staff inspect bioretention basins as potential mosquito 
breeding sources.  This multi-agency collaboration allows District staff to build positive working rela-
tionships into the future.  In January, District staff inspected two completed sites:  a new trailhead off 
of Skyline Boulevard in Woodside (funded by Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District); and a 
new paddock at The Horse Park in Woodside.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stagnant Water Underneath Buildings 
 
 

 Stagnant water pooling under buildings is an ongoing problem in San Mateo County and is 
typically caused by broken drainage pipes.  A service request from a resident who reported observ-
ing numerous mosquitoes had prompted Technician, Richard Chow, to initiate house-to-house in-
spections to find the mosquito breeding source.  With persistence, Richard located the main breed-
ing source two blocks away from where the caller resides.  The resident with water under his building 
was notified of the problem.  Unaware that the problem existed, the resident pumped out the stag-
nant water and has scheduled a repair of his drainage pipes.  Great job Richard! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: building (20,000 sq. ft²) with retention basin design; percolating section of the ba-
sin; and white, hillside drain directing storm water runoff into retention basin.  

Left to right: stagnant water under a building in San Mateo; condensation on window; and Rich-
ard Chow using a backpack fogger to apply an adulticide treatment underneath the building. 



The San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District is an independent, 
Special District funded by a property tax voted in by individual cities.  Our mission is 
to safeguard the health and comfort of our citizens through a planned program to 
reduce mosquitoes and other vectors in an environmentally responsible manner. 
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“A VECTOR is any animal that can transmit  
disease to animals or people.” 

 
We’re on the 

web! 
www.smcmad.org 
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"An Independent Special District 
Working for You Since 1916" 

1351 Rollins Road 
Burlingame, CA  94010 

SAN MATEO COUNTY  
MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL 

Phone: 650-344-8592  
Fax: 650-344-3843 

info@smcmad.org 
www.smcmad.org 

Ticks (Ixodes pacificus) Tested Positive for Lyme Disease at Water Dog Lake Park in Belmont 

 Water Dog Lake is a popular recreational desti-
nation for biking, hiking and dog walking.  In January, 
San Mateo County Environmental Health sent a notifi-
cation that a park patron contracted Lyme Disease 
from an infected tick during dog walking activities.    
 

 As part of the 2013 -2014 Tick Disease Surveil-
lance Program, District staff had already begun collect-
ing ticks at Water Dog Lake in Belmont.  Six (6) ticks 
among those collected tested positive for Lyme Dis-
ease.  In response, District staff notified City of Belmont 
officials and posted tick habitat warning signs at the 
entrances to the main trailheads.  A control treatment 
for ticks will be scheduled. 
 

To avoid tick bites: 
 

 Apply a tick repellent to clothing and exposed parts of the body 
 Stay in the middle of trails and avoid contact with grasses, shrubs, and leaf litter under trees 
 Wear light-colored, long-sleeved clothing and tuck into pants and socks or shoes 
 Regularly examine yourself for ticks and remove ticks promptly 
 Remove an attached tick carefully by pulling it straight out; do not twist, smother, or burn a tick 

to remove it 
 Pets can easily pick up ticks if allowed to roam off-trail; consult your veterinarian regarding tick 

control 

A main trail meandering through Water Dog Lake Park that 
accommodates both hikers and bicyclists. 


