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The District in Action! 

 On September 17, Brian Weber became the new Operations Director/Assistant Manager of the 
district. 

 
 Laboratory and operations staff completed monthly summer inspections of rat bait stations in 

County Unincorporated creeks, and removed the bait stations for the year. 
 
 Sewer plants in South San Francisco, Half Moon Bay, Burlingame and San Mateo are being in-

spected and treated every three weeks. 
 
 Helicopter treatment of cattail marshes at Searsville Lake in Portola Valley, Sharp Park in Pacifi-

ca and Mills Field in San Bruno occurred on September 11. 
 
 Operations staff worked with the Coastal Conservancy to eliminate invasive cordgrass along 

the marshes of the bay. 
 
 Seasonal staff continue to treat catch basins/storm drains throughout the county for mosqui-

toes.  Catch basin crews continue to work until autumn rains flush the storm water system. 

The helicopter flies over Sharp Park in Pacifica.  Sharp Park is one 
of three sites where the district does aerial helicopter treatment. 
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Mosquito Sources  

Mosquito Trap Data 

Five-Year Average 

2012 

Key to Species: 
 
Aedes washinoi is an active day-
biting mosquito which usually breeds 
in freshwater pools near marshes or 
streams. 

 
 

Culiseta incidens is a large mosquito 
with dark patches on its wings.  It is 
the most common mosquito species 
found breeding in fishponds.   

 
 

Culex pipiens is the primary vector 
mosquito for West Nile Virus in many 
parts of the U.S. It is an extremely 
common pest in San Mateo county. 

 
 

Culex tarsalis is the primary vector of 
St. Louis encephalitis and western 
equine encephalitis. 

Average Number of Adult Mosquitoes Caught 
in a 24-hour CO2 trap 

 July 

Fishponds & Fountains 767 

Containers 288 

Ditches & Drain lines 66 

Creeks 49 

Catch basins 57,686 

Utility Vaults 30 

Marshes & Impounds  51  

Neglected Swimming Pools 54 

Water under Buildings 16 

Other 34 

Total 59,041 

August 

1116 

358 

119 

49 

75,022 

224 

 75  

23 

2 

40 

77,028 
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District Balance Sheet - Consolidated Funds  
As of August 31, 2012 
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District Profit & Loss - Consolidated Funds  
for the month ended August 31, 2012 
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West Nile Virus  

Service Requests by Category 
  

San Mateo County 
 This past week, a raven tested positive for WNV in Redwood City.  
In addition, two crows and one Fox Squirrel from Atherton were chronic 
positive for WNV as was a California Towhee from Redwood City.  As of 
September 26, 2012, four birds were positive for WNV and 12 birds as 
were 3 squirrels, were chronic positive for WNV.  Animals testing positive 
for chronic, low-level infections are unlikely to have been infected re-
cently, while an acute case indicates a recent infection.  An acute case 
of WNV likely means that virus may still be circulating in the environment. 
 The district asks residents to report dead birds or tree squirrels.  
Specimens that appear to have been dead for less than 24 hours and 
are in good condition will be tested for WNV.  Residents should contact 
the state WNV hot line at 877-WNV-BIRD (968-2473).  Reports can also be 
made online at http://westnile.ca.gov.  
California 
 As of September 28, 2012, there were 35 new WNV human cases reported this past week 
bringing the state total up to182 (shaded blue in map on right).  For the first time this year, WNV hu-
man cases were reported in San Francisco and Kings Counties   To date, the counties in California 
that have detected WNVactivity increased to 39 (shaded green in map on right).  Year-to-date, 
1,376 dead birds have been found positive for WNV, as have 2,417 mosquito pools, 20 horses, 11 
squirrels and 389 sentinel chickens. 

 August 

Mosquito  129 

Fish Stocking  22 

S nging Insects  189 

Rodents  14 

Wildlife  8 

Insect ID  2 

Other  7 



The San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District is an independent, 
Special District funded by a property tax voted in by individual cities.  Our mission is 
to safeguard the health and comfort of our citizens through a planned program to 
reduce mosquitoes and other vectors in an environmentally responsible manner. 
           Extension 
Robert B. Gay, Manager      12 

Theresa Shelton, Acting Laboratory Director    44 

Tina Sebay, Vector Ecologist      38 

Brian Weber, Assistant Manager/Operations Director   16 

Rosendo Rodriguez,  Finance Director     11 
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“A VECTOR is any animal that can transmit  
disease to animals or people.” 

 
We’re on the 

web! 
www.smcmad.org 
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"An Independent Special District 
Working for You Since 1916" 

1351 Rollins Road 
Burlingame, CA  94010 

SAN MATEO COUNTY  
MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL 

Phone: 650-344-8592  
Fax: 650-344-3843 

www.smcmad.org 

Rabid Bats Found at Lake Merced 
 As of August 24, 2012, the San Francisco Depart-
ment of Public Health identified five bats from the Lake 
Merced area that tested positive for rabies over the 
past four months.  According to SFDPH’s Tomas Ara-
gon, MD, Health Officer, rabid bats are a “serious con-
cern.”  Bats are the only mammals that can truly fly.  
 Rabies is a deadly virus that attacks the central 
nervous system and causes acute encephalitis.  Rabies 
is usually transmitted to humans from animal bites, and 
is fatal without prompt medical attention.  Also, some 
microorganisms found in bat guano may be patho-
genic or infectious to humans. 
 
How you can prevent rabies: 
 Do not touch sick or dead bats 
 Report strange animal behavior to city or county animal control officials  
 If you make contact with live or dead bat, seek medical advice immediately 
 Bat-proof your home by closing off openings, slits and cracks as small as 3/8 to 1/4 inch 
 If a bat is found in your home, evacuate the room immediately and contact city or county  
      animal control officials 
 All dogs and cats should be vaccinated against rabies 
 
 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, rabid bats are found in all 49 
continental states with the exception of Hawaii which is rabies-free.   

Bat in flight.  Picture courtesy of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention website 
http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/exposure/animals/bats.html 


