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 On April 1, Vector Ecologist Theresa Shelton gave a presentation on vector-borne diseases to bi-
ology students at Notre Dame High School in Belmont.   

 
 Eric Eckstein joined the district as a Vector Control Technician on April 7.   
 
 The West Nile Virus hotline resumed for the 2014 season on April 15.  Residents should call 1-877-

WNV-BIRD or go to the website http://westnile.ca.gov/report_wnv.php to report dead birds and 
squirrels. 

 
 Laboratory staff set up three flocks of sentinel chickens for the 2014 West Nile Virus season.  The 

flocks are located in Woodside, Hillsborough and East Palo Alto.   
 
 The district participated in two community outreach events on April 26:  Bug Day at the Randall 

Museum in San Francisco and the Portola Valley Woodside Earth Fair.   
 
 Operations hired two seasonal employees, Diego Castro and Miguel Munoz and the Laboratory 

hired Erik Betz for additional help during the warmer months. 
 
 Through the month of April, the district has detected thirteen Aedes aegypti mosquitoes in Menlo 

Park this year. 
 

A flock of sentinel chickens settles in to the chicken coop at East Palo Alto Charter 
School in the city of East Palo Alto.  Blood samples will be collected from the chickens 
every two weeks starting on May 6, 2014, and tested for West Nile Virus, Western Eq-
uine Encephalitis and Saint Louis Encephalitis. 
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Mosquito Sources Treated and Acres Treated 

New Jersey Light Traps 

 

Monthly numbers of mosquitoes collected in New Jersey Light Traps during 2014.  The district has 
four light traps, located in San Bruno, Belmont, Menlo Park and Woodside. 

Number of each type of source  
treated in March 

Number of acres treated in 
March 
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District Balance Sheet - Consolidated Funds  
As of March 31, 2014 

 

     Mar 31, 2014 

ASSETS    

 Current Assets  

  Checking/Savings  

   1010 · Cash    6,106,985  

   1010A01 · Cash-VCJPA Property Contingency         37,009  

   1010A02 · Cash-VCJPA Member Contingency       318,881  

   1020 · Cash - Petty Cash             400  

  Total Checking/Savings    6,463,275  

  Accounts Receivable  

   1012 · 1012 · Accounts Receivable-001           7,730  

  Total Accounts Receivable           7,730  

      

 Total Current Assets    6,471,006  

TOTAL ASSETS    6,471,006  

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

 Liabilities  

  Current Liabilities  

   Accounts Payable  

    4300-1 · 4300-1 · Accounts Payable         60,733  

   Total Accounts Payable         60,733  

   Credit Cards  

    US Bank Credit Card                -    

   Total Credit Cards                -    

  Total Current Liabilities         60,733  

 Total Liabilities         60,733  

 Equity   

  32000 · Retained Earnings    6,107,309  

  Net Income       302,964  

 Total Equity    6,410,273  

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY    6,471,006  



S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  
Page 4 

District Profit & Loss - Consolidated Funds  
for the month ended March 31, 2014 
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Operations Report 

 Our summer catch basin program has started early this year.  Staff has wiped the dust off our 
jeeps and started treating the storm drains in San Mateo County.  When winter and spring produces 
less rain than usual it creates more mosquito issues than you would expect.  Because of the lack of 
precipitation, there isn’t a surge of water flushing the storm drains. As a result, stagnant pools that 
mosquitoes thrive in are formed.  This not only affects the catch basins along the street, but also the 
drains in the city parks which impact the public who enjoy the outdoors.  One catch basin can 
breed thousands of mosquitoes.  Luckily our staff has gotten an early start controlling these subterra-
nean breeding sites. 
 
 
 
 
 

No water, big problems 

Clean Creeks 

Left: Operations Supervisor Casey Stevenson and Vector Control Technician Jim O’Brien clear a path through a creek in San Mateo.  Right:  
Piles of garbage in a creek prevents water from flowing, which can cause production of high numbers of mosquitoes. 

Left: Seasonal technician Alvin Baptiste sprays a catch basin.  Middle:  Catch basin in San Mateo.  Right: Catch basin at a park. 

 The season for creeks has arrived sooner than usual, allowing us to get an early start on our 
trimming and treatments.  Usually we only treat our creeks 4-5 times a year, but this year that num-
ber will increase.  Additionally, our district is looking into doing some creek clean-ups in some of the 
more littered streams that will help create better flow and fewer areas that breed mosquitoes.  Plus 
it looks nice! 



The San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District is an independent, 
Special District funded by a property tax voted in by individual cities.  Our mission is 
to safeguard the health and comfort of our citizens through a planned program to 
reduce mosquitoes and other vectors in an environmentally responsible manner. 
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“A VECTOR is any animal that can transmit  
disease to animals or people.” 

 
We’re on the web! 
www.smcmad.org 
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"An Independent Special District 
Working for You Since 1916" 

1351 Rollins Road 
Burlingame, CA  94010 

SAN MATEO COUNTY  
MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL 

Phone: 650-344-8592  
Fax: 650-344-3843 

info@smcmad.org 
www.smcmad.org 

Chikungunya 
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 Last month, San Mateo County Health  informed 
the district that a resident of East Palo Alto had been di-
agnosed with Chikungunya disease, acquired during in-
ternational travel.  Chikungunya is a vector-borne disease 
that is transmitted by certain Aedes mosquitoes, including 
Aedes aegypti.  The presence of Ae. aegypti mosquitoes 
near a person infected with Chikungunya virus could re-
sult in local transmission.  Laboratory staff deployed sever-
al mosquito traps (AGO, BG-Sentinel and ovicups) in the 
neighborhood surrounding the disease case to monitor 
for Ae. aegypti mosquitoes.  Thus far, there have been no 
detections of the mosquito in the area. 
 Symptoms of infection of Chikungunya virus are 
fever and joint pain, and sometimes include headache 
and rash.  The symptoms begin about 3-7 days after be-
ing bitten by an infected mosquito.  No vaccine has been developed and there is no medicine for 
treatment, but seeking medical care for the disease can help manage symptoms and the disease 
report will help the district and other agencies to take actions necessary to protect public health.  
Those at greatest risk are infants, adults over 65 years of age, and people with other medical condi-
tions.   
 Chikungunya virus is expanding its range, with local transmission found for the first time in the 
Western Hemisphere on Caribbean islands in 2013.   Travelers to places with Chikungunya should 
take precautions to avoid mosquito bites.   

Countries highlighted in red have local transmission or 
Chikungunya virus. 
Source: CDC 


