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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

January 8, 2020 
6:00 P.M. 

 
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District 
was held on January 8,  20120 in the District Office at 1351 Rollins Road, Burlingame, California. 

 
TRUSTEES PRESENT: 
Mason Brutschy   Town of Atherton 
Wade Leschyn                             City of Belmont 
Carolyn Parker   City of Brisbane 
Joe Galligan   City of Burlingame 
Laura Walsh   City of Colma  
Claudia Mazzetti  County-at-Large  
Glenn R. Sylvester  City of Daly City 
Donna Rutherford  City of East Palo Alto  
Catherine Mahanpour  City of Foster City  
Kati Martin   City of Half Moon Bay 
Scott Smith   Town of Hillsborough  
Muhammad Baluom   City of Millbrae  
Peter DeJarnatt   City of Pacifica  
Ray Williams               Town of Portola Valley  
Kat Lion   City of Redwood City  
Robert Riechel   City of San Bruno 
Ross Graves   City of San Carlos 
Ed Degliantoni   City of San Mateo  
Paul Fregulia   Town of Woodside 

 
TRUSTEES ABSENT: 
Vacant    City of Menlo Park  
Vacant    City of South San Francisco 
 

OTHERS PRESENT:  District Manager, Dr. Chindi Peavey 
    Assistant Manager, Brian Weber 
    Laboratory Director, Angie Nakano  

Finance Director, Richard Arrow  
Public Health and Outreach Officer, Megan Sebay 
Information Technology Director, David Kwan  
Facilities Maintenance Specialist, Paul Weber 
Vector Control Technician, Ryan Thorndike  
General Counsel, Alexandra Barnhill   



 
 

2 
 

  
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

January 8, 2020 
6 PM 

 
 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The general meeting was called to order at 6 PM. 
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Trustee Galligan led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3.  OATH OF OFFICE 
 

The oath of office was administered to new Trustee Laura Walsh, representing the City of Colma, 
and to new Trustee, Catherine Mahanpour, representing the City of Foster City. 

 
4.  ROLL CALL 
 
The roll call indicated that 19 Trustees were present, constituting a quorum. Two positions are currently 
vacant, the City of Menlo Park and the City of South San Francisco. 
 
5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

None. 
 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Motion by Trustee Graves, second by Trustee Brutschy, to approve the items on the 
Consent Calendar, passed 18 yeas, 0 nays, 1 abstention (Trustee Mahanpour). 

 
 REGULAR AGENDA 
 
7. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Policy Committee – Chair Trustee Martin reported the Policy Committee met before the regular 
board meeting to discuss changes to the Classification Description for the General Manager of 
the District. There was a general discussion resulting in one addition to the section pertaining 
to the District Manager’s community relations responsibilities. The committee agreed to add 
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the following under the District Manager’s responsibilities: to build and maintain relationships 
with stakeholders community interest groups and regulatory agencies. The Committee 
recommended adoption of the changes.  This matter was considered by the Board under 
agenda item 13. 
 

B. Ad Hoc Committee on Real Estate – did not meet 
 
C. Ad Hoc District Manager Committee – Chair Trustee Lion reported the committee met and 

reviewed the changes to the District Manager’s job description and the process for preparing a 
Request For Proposal for executive placement firms. 

 
Trustee Riechel requested the Board President review the reason for the need for the Request 
for Proposal for the benefit of the Board’s two new Trustees.  The Board President explained 
that the current District Manager has announced her upcoming retirement on October 31, 
2020. 

 
D. Finance Committee – Chair Trustee Brutschy reviewed the items in the Board packet. 

 
E. Inactive Committees – no reports 

 
8. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

Financial Director, Richard Arrow, reviewed the Financial Reports for Fiscal year 2019-20 as of 
October 31, 2019. Arrow also reviewed the materials in the Board packet with regard to the mid-
year financial review of the Fiscal year 2019-20 budget 
 

Motion by Trustee Riechel, second by Trustee Degliantoni to accept the Financial 
Report for Fiscal year 2019-20 as of October 31, 2019 and the Financial Report for 
Fiscal year 2019-20 as of November 30, 2019, passed 19-0. 
 
Motion by Trustee Rutherford, second by Trustee DeJarnatt, to approve the changes 
to the Midyear 2019-20 budget, passed 19-0 

 
9. STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. Assistant Manager, Brian Weber, reviewed the materials in the Board packet adding that the 
focus of the field technicians will be changing during the next months, as annually, from 
individual problems to more general problems in the county.  
 

B. Lab Director, Angie Nakano, reviewed the information provided in the Board packet expanding 
on the recent project of ticks in and around several schools. She reported that she has offered 
any assistance necessary to help deter ticks through outreach and education around their 
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schools. In response to Trustee comments and questions about rats in homeless 
encampments, Nakano confirmed this as a growing problem and advised that she has periodic 
multi-district meetings to address issues of this kind. 
 

C. Public Health Education and Outreach Officer, Megan Sebay, reviewed the materials provided 
in the Board packet and reminded us of the dates for Mosquito Awareness the open house.  
 

D. Information Technology Director David Kwan was unable to attend but District Manager Dr. 
Peavey referred Board members to his written report in the Board packet. He will be 
investigating how to provide internet connectivity to the building the District is in negotiations to 
lease at 1323 Rollins Rd. 
 

 
10. BOARD OFFICER ELECTIONS  
 

General Counsel Alexandra Barnhill outlined the election procedure by indicating a desire to 
balance a few factors into the process. She said the law does not allow for a secret ballot, but that 
the proposed procedure was a method to afford the greatest amount of privacy without intimidation 
during the voting. Trustees were asked to complete their ballots individually and to include their 
names on the ballot for transparency.  
The Secretary, General Counsel and the Board President were asked to tabulate the count and 
then announce the results including the votes for contested offices by city. The results were as 
follows: 
 
Two Trustees, Laura Walsh – Colma, and Catherine Mahanpour – Foster City, abstained as they 
were not yet familiar with the candidates having been newly appointed and sworn in.  
 
President           Martin       17-0 
Vice-President           Lion          14-3 (Belmont, Atherton, County-at-Large) 
Secretary         Rutherford    17-0 

 Assistant Secretary   Ross    15-2 (County-at-Large, Millbrae) 
 
 
President Galligan left the Board room for consideration of item 11 to prevent any appearance of a possible 
conflict of interest. Vice-President Leschyn conducted the meeting. 
 
11.  CONSIDER RESOLUTION M-005-20  
 

District Manger Peavey reviewed the materials in the Board packet with regard to the proposed 
lease. The Trustees discussed the length of the lease, which is 3 years, based upon the Real 
Estate Committee’s recommendation. This provides sufficient time to either retrofit the current 
District buildings or secure a larger facility.  Real Estate Committee Trustee Ross also indicated the 
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committee felt this approach is a bridge to a longer term solution to fulfill the needs identified in the 
District’s needs assessment, which was completed in the spring of 2019 and will be updated in the 
future. 
 

 
Motion by Trustee Riechel, second by Trustee Rutherford, authorizing the District Manager 
to execute a lease with Autohaus Europa, Inc, to rent property at 1323 Rollins Rd., 
Burlingame, CA, and take all the necessary actions on behalf of the District to implement 
the terms of the lease, passed 18-0. 
 
President Galligan returned to the meeting. 
 

12. Consider resolution M-006-20  
 

 
General Counsel Barnhill discussed again the reason for the proposed sale of the District’s 
property located at 890 Barron Rd., Redwood City, CA. as being in the best long-range interests of 
the District and in agreement with the District’s strategic plan. She also explained the competitive 
bid process dictated by law under the Mosquito Abatement and Control District Law.  

 
Motion by Trustee Ross, second by Trustee Leschyn, declaring the sale of District real 
property located at 890 Barron Ave., Redwood City, CA., directly furthers the express 
purpose of District work and/or operations and finding that the disposition of the property 
through a competitive bid process is in the best interest of the District and the public, 
passed 16-3 (Millbrae, Daly City, Town of Woodside). 

 
13. CONSIDER CHANGES TO THE JOB DESCRIPTION FOR DISTRICT MANAGER 
 

See discussion in Item #7A. 
 
Motion by Trustee Rutherford, second by Trustee Parker, to approve the changes to the job 
description for the District Manager position, outlined in Item 7A, passed 19-0.  

14.  CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE DISTRICT MANAGER TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS WITH 
HAYASHIDA ARCHITECTS AND SAYLOR ASSOCIATES TO PREPARE A FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR 
MODIFICATIONS TO THE DISTRICT’S BURLINGAME PROPERTY TO ADDRESS NEEDS OUTLINED 
IN THE BOARD’S REAL ESTATE NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

 District Manager Peavey reviewed the materials in the Board packet and clarified that the work will 
be charged on an hourly basis, not to exceed $12,500 and the study is due by February 15, 2020.  
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In response to a question about whether the work was competitively bid, General Counsel Barnhill 
explained that, consistent with the District’s purchasing policy and state law, specialized 
professional services, such as architects and similar services, are exempted from usual procedure. 
Also, because this particular firm was the firm used to design the District’s office building in 2004, 
their prior knowledge enhances their competence and allows the firm to be more efficient. 

Trustee Ross requested the Ad Hoc Real Estate Committee continue to be involved with the 
planning process. District Manager Peavey agreed that was desirable.  She will arrange a meeting. 

Motion by Trustee DeJarnatt, second by Trustee Smith, to authorize the District Manager to 
execute agreements with Hayashida Architects and Saylor Associates to prepare a 
feasibility study for modifications to the district’s Burlingame property to address needs 
outlined in the board’s real estate needs assessment, passed 18-1. 

 

15. MANAGER’S REPORT 

District Manager Dr. Chindi Peavey reviewed several items from the Board packet including the 
timeline for the request for bids for the sale of the Redwood City property. Sealed Bids are to be 
opened on February 6, 2020 and the highest bid determined.  Results will be reported to the Board 
at the next general Board meeting on February 12, 2020. 

Trustee Brutschy asked if we must accept all the bids.  Peavey explained that the District’s real 
estate attorney is preparing the bid request packet with several requirements. She also explained 
that all the bids can be rejected if they do not suit the needs of the District. 

The District has received an invitation from the local chapter of the California Special District 
Association to attend their annual dinner meeting.  This invitation is being extended to all Special 
Districts in San Mateo County. 

The current name Trustee placards will be replaced with ones that are easier to read. 

Solar Technologies, our contracted solar energy installer, advised the District that the size of the 
solar panels must be reduced to abide by the setback rules of Central Coast Fire Department. The 
kilowatts produced by the system will consequently be reduced by 5%.  

Trustee Parker inquired if there has been any movement with regard to the viability of a generator 
for the District office building. Paul Weber, Facilities Maintenance Specialist, advised that it would 
be prudent to delay this energy option until the solar project is completed. 
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Trustee Sylvester recommended we also consider the use of back-up battery energy from the 
future solar installation. 

16. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS AND ANNOUCEMENTS 

President Galligan thanked Trustee Mazzetti for her offer to host the Christmas dinner and thanked 
the team who put the occasion together at a restaurant in Burlingame to thank the Board and staff 
for their public service.  

Trustee Sylvester thanked President Galligan for his service during his tenure as President. 

17. ANNOUNCE NEXT REGULARY SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING 

 The next regularly scheduled Board meeting will be held on February 12, 2020. 

18. ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM. 

 

 

The agenda for the January 8, 2020 Board meeting was posted at the District office January 3, 2020 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Kati Martin, Board President                                 Donna Rutherford, Board Secretary  

 
 
I certify the above minutes were approved as read or corrected at a meeting of the Board held February 12, 
2020. 
 
** All reports that were provided to the trustees as the board meeting will be available upon request. 
 
Approved: 
 
 
__________________________   _____________________________ 
District Manager     Board President 


